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he is often familiarly styled, Zoweymil-el-'Ateeyah, was adored
by his fellow-citizens and subjects for his gentleness and libe-
rality in peace, and his daring in war. It was this chief who
now held 'Oneyzah against the troops of Feysul, reigning
monarch of the Wahhabec or Kbn-Sa'ood dynasty. Such was
the position of affairs in August 1862; the rest of my stay in
Arabia exactly coincided with the continuation and catastrophe
of this bloody drama, of which I was in part rendered by
circumstances a very unwilling eyewitness.

We left Doheym and his friends or relatives in earnest dis-
cussion of these topics. However, their conversational powers
were nowise confined to war and politics; medicine and sur-
gery (for the Arabs hardly distinguish the one from the other,
whether in theory or practice; indeed, their favourite remedy or
panacea, the actual cautery, belongs rather to the latter than
the former) were often brought on the carpet, and I was
pleased to find my Kaseem acquaintances speak on these
matters with much good sense, all due allowances made, and
even with some slight tinge of experience. Many plants that
grow hereabouts possess some medicinal virtue, tonic, sedative,
or narcotic, and are occasionally employed by the more knowing
inhabitants. The use, too, of fomentations and other external
remedies or palliatives is not entirely beyond their skill, and
natural quickness may and does fill up to a certain measure the
deficiencies of theoretical ignorance.

An hour wears away in agreeable and lively talk. Some
other patients are offered to my care, and visits are arranged,
till, after suitable prescriptions for the invalid, 1 rise to take
my leave. Doheym's eldest brother offers to accompany me
to some of the neighbouring houses, where he expects that
mutual advantage may be derived for the sick and for the
doctor.

This part of the town is composed of large groups or islands
of houses, arranged with some approach to regularity amid
gardens and wells: but it possesses neither market nor mosque,
an additional evidence of the prevailing want of organization
before the Ebn-Rasheed dynasty. The streets or lanes are
cleaner than I had expected to find them, but this is due in part
to the remarkable dryncss of the climate. We stroll about here
and there, sometimes drawing near to the high craggy rock